The Life of Christ
Lesson 21, Luke 9:1-42
(Matthew 9-11, Mark 6:7-56, 9:1-29)
Luke 9:1-2  Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases.  (2)  He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.

(
Authority is the “privilege” “freedom” “right” “liberty”

(
power (dunamis)

Luke 9:2  He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.

(
His own disciple had yet t0 have full understanding of the 
Kingdom of God.


Matthew 10:7  And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.'

(
They were simple heralds to preach or announce the Kingdom 
and their message was validated by miracles (dunamis)
(
They were also preaching “repentance” which went hand in 
hand with the preaching of the Kingdom


Mark 6:12  So they went out and preached that people should 
repent.


Matthew 4:17  From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, 
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."

(
Prior to Acts 2, the 12 disciples are only sent out to teach at this 
time and possibly when the 70 are sent out (it’s not clear they 
were included in the 70 and quite possibly were not… 
“appointed seventy others…”).  Interestingly, these are also the 
only times that it is recorded that the disciples cast out demons 
and healed the sick.

(
This was not yet the great commission but rather a short term 
mission trip

(
They were sent out and equipped with what they needed… not 
stuff… power and authority!
Luke 9:3-5  And He said to them, "Take nothing for the journey, neither staffs nor bag nor bread nor money; and do not have two tunics apiece.  (4)  "Whatever house you enter, stay there, and from there depart.  (5)  And whoever will not receive you, when you go out of that city, shake off the very dust from your feet as a testimony against them."
(
Let’s look at Matthew’s parallel because it is more detailed…

Matthew 10:5-15  These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them, saying: "Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the Samaritans.  (6)  But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  (7)  And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.'  (8)  Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.  (9)  Provide neither gold nor silver nor copper in your money belts,  (10)  nor bag for your journey, nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor staffs; for a worker is worthy of his food.  (11)  "Now whatever city or town you enter, inquire who in it is worthy, and stay there till you go out.  (12)  And when you go into a household, greet it.  (13)  If the household is worthy, let your peace come upon it. But if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you.  (14)  And whoever will not receive you nor hear your words, when you depart from that house or city, shake off the dust from your feet.  (15)  Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city!
(
vs. 7
they were to go out preaching and healing

(
vs. 8 “freely you have received, freely give”


(
The minister is responsible to give freely

(
vs. 10 “for a worker is worthy of his food”


(
Those being ministered to are responsible to provide for 


the needs of the minister


(
Needs! Not greeds.

(
vs. 11 “stay there till you go out”  Stay in one place, don’t accept 
a better offer once someone has opened their home to you

(
vs. 14 “shake off the dust…”  The Jews would do this as a sign of 
disgust when having to walk through Gentile land.   Now Jesus 
tells His disciples that Jews who don’t accept the news of the 
Kingdom are to be treated like they treat Gentiles.

(
Mark tells us they went out by two’s


Mark 6:7  And He called the twelve to Himself, and began to 
send them out two by two, and gave them power over unclean 
spirits.

Luke 9:6-9  So they departed and went through the towns, preaching the gospel and healing everywhere.  (7)  Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done by Him; and he was perplexed, because it was said by some that John had risen from the dead,  (8)  and by some that Elijah had appeared, and by others that one of the old prophets had risen again.  (9)  Herod said, "John I have beheaded, but who is this of whom I hear such things?" So he sought to see Him.

(
There were several Herods… this one is the one who Jesus stood 
before prior to His crucifixion
(
What conscience he had left was bothering him.  He was trouble 
to paranoia but to repentance


Mark 6:16  But when Herod heard, he said, "This is John, whom 
I beheaded; he has been raised from the dead!"

(
vs. 9 “he sought to see Him”


Luke 23:8  Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly 
glad; for he had desired for a long time to see Him, because he 
had heard many things about Him, and he hoped to see some 
miracle done by Him.

Luke 9:10  And the apostles, when they had returned, told Him all that they had done. Then He took them and went aside privately into a deserted place belonging to the city called Bethsaida.

(
We aren’t told how long their mission lasted.  They went to 
many villages and towns and were going to be lodging in homes.

(
They “debriefed” and gave a report of what they had done.  

(
“He took them and went aside privately…”  This was intended to 
be a retreat


Mark 6:30-32  Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told 
Him all things, both what they had done and what they had 
taught.  (31)  And He said to them, "Come aside by yourselves to 
a deserted place and rest a while." For there were many coming 
and going, and they did not even have time to eat.  (32)  So they 
departed to a deserted place in the boat by themselves.


(
This was a short retreat


(
They took off in a boat (not quite a luxury cruise!)

Luke 9:11  But when the multitudes knew it, they followed Him; and He received them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who had need of healing.

(
This was supposed to be a time of rest but the need of the 
multitude took priority at this time


Mark 6:33  But the multitudes saw them departing, and many 
knew Him and ran there on foot from all the cities. They arrived 
before them and came together to Him.


(  
Jesus and the disciples probably left from Capernaum and 

were heading to an area “belonging to the city called 


Bethsaida”


(
Capernaum is towards the top of the Sea of Galilee and 


Bethsaida was also towards the top but on the other side


(
The people see the direction of the boat and they ran on 


foot and beat them to the other side!

Mark 6:34  And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great multitude and was moved with compassion for them, because they were like sheep not having a shepherd. So He began to teach them many things.

(
A Shepherd tends the flock, especially those in need

Luke 9:11-12  But when the multitudes knew it, they followed Him; and He received them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who had need of healing.  (12)  When the day began to wear away, the twelve came and said to Him, "Send the multitude away, that they may go into the surrounding towns and country, and lodge and get provisions; for we are in a deserted place here."

(
“Send the multitude away…”   A natural (instead of 
supernatural) response to the predicament.  The disciples are 
displaying a “shepherds” heart for the sheep but they don’t 
respond supernaturally to their needs but naturally.


(
If God calls some of you into pastoral ministry, be careful 


not to just minister to the needs of people in merely a 


natural way.   We should not neglect the natural needs but 

we should not dismiss possible supernatural answers.

Luke 9:13-17  But He said to them, "You give them something to eat." And they said, "We have no more than five loaves and two fish, unless we go and buy food for all these people."  (14)  For there were about five thousand men. Then He said to His disciples, "Make them sit down in groups of fifty."  (15)  And they did so, and made them all sit down.  (16)  Then He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed and broke them, and gave them to the disciples to set before the multitude.  (17)  So they all ate and were filled, and twelve baskets of the leftover fragments were taken up by them.

(
The feeding of the 5000 (counting only the men) is the only 
miracle other than the resurrection of Christ that is recorded in 
all four gospels. 
* We will be pressed to get through Luke during this school year without harmonizing the gospels…  Luke excludes the return trip in the boat and the remarkable story of Jesus and Peter walking on water.  Since it is a story that has been preached about often  you should all be able to wax eloquent so we will keep pressing on in Luke.
Luke 9:18-22  And it happened, as He was alone praying, that His disciples joined Him, and He asked them, saying, "Who do the crowds say that I am?"  (19)  So they answered and said, "John the Baptist, but some say Elijah; and others say that one of the old prophets has risen again."  (20)  He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter answered and said, "The Christ of God."  (21)  And He strictly warned and commanded them to tell this to no one,  (22)  saying, "The Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day."
Matthew 16:15-23  He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"  (16)  Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  (17)  Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.  (18)  And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.  (19)  And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."  (20)  Then He commanded His disciples that they should tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ.  (21)  From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day.  (22)  Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, "Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!"  (23)  But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men."
(
Jesus begins to show them the plan of His death and 
resurrection.

Luke 9:23-27  Then He said to them all, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.  (24)  For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.  (25)  For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost?  (26)  For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father's, and of the holy angels.  (27)  But I tell you truly, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the kingdom of God."
(
The cross was not a religious symbol, it meant the death penalty
Mark 9:2  Six1803 days2250 later3326, Jesus2424 *took3880 with Him Peter4074 and James2385 and John2491, and *brought399 them up on a high5308 mountain3735 by themselves2398, 3441. And He was transfigured3339 before1715 them;

G3339 μεταμορφόω  metamorphoō  met-am-or-fo'-o
From G3326 and G3445; to transform (literally or figuratively “metamorphose”): - change, transfigure, transform.
Luke 9:28-36  Now it came to pass, about eight days after these sayings, that He took Peter, John, and James and went up on the mountain to pray.  (29)  As He prayed, the appearance of His face was altered, and His robe became white and glistening.  (30)  And behold, two men talked with Him, who were Moses and Elijah,  (31)  who appeared in glory and spoke of His decease which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.  (32)  But Peter and those with him were heavy with sleep; and when they were fully awake, they saw His glory and the two men who stood with Him.  (33)  Then it happened, as they were parting from Him, that Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah"—not knowing what he said.  (34)  While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were fearful as they entered the cloud.  (35)  And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son. Hear Him!"  (36)  When the voice had ceased, Jesus was found alone. But they kept quiet, and told no one in those days any of the things they had seen.

Luke 9:29  And while1722 He was praying4336, the appearance1491b of His face4383 became1096 different2087, and His clothing2441 became white3022 and gleaming1823.

G1823  ἐξαστράπτω  exastraptō  ex-as-trap'-to
From G1537 and G797; to lighten forth, that is, (figuratively) to be radiant (of very white garments): - glistening.
(
“Lighten forth”  this was not reflecting light but emanating light 
from Jesus. 

(
Pastor Little Bear preached a few weeks ago about the idea of 
Adam and Eve not recognizing their nakedness because they 
may have been full of God’s glory.  Sin being the cause of the 
glory to vanish and their nakedness exposed.

(
Jesus often slipped away alone to pray.  Does this make you 
wonder what Jesus’ prayer times were like when the disciples 
weren’t invited?

Luke 9:31  who3739, appearing3708 in glory1391, were speaking3004 of His departure1841 which3739 He was about3195 to accomplish4137 at Jerusalem2419.

G1841 ἔξοδος  exodos  ex'-od-os
From G1537 and G3598; an exit, that is, (figuratively) death: - decease, departing.
Luke 9:33  Then it happened, as they were parting from Him, that Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah"—not knowing what he said.
Mark 9:6  because he did not know what to say, for they were greatly afraid.

(
Peter spoke out of line

(
If you don’t know what to say, don’t say anything

(
Three tabernacles?  Moses and Elijah are not on the same level 
as Jesus.  Jesus is above all.

Luke 9:35  And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son. Hear Him!"

(
Jesus is the One to heed, not Moses or Elijah.
Boy with Demon
Mark 9:14-27  And when He came to the disciples, He saw a great multitude around them, and scribes disputing with them.  (15)  Immediately, when they saw Him, all the people were greatly amazed, and running to Him, greeted Him.  (16)  And He asked the scribes, "What are you discussing with them?"  (17)  Then one of the crowd answered and said, "Teacher, I brought You my son, who has a mute spirit.  (18)  And wherever it seizes him, it throws him down; he foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth, and becomes rigid. So I spoke to Your disciples, that they should cast it out, but they could not."  (19)  He answered him and said, "O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him to Me."  (20)  Then they brought him to Him. And when he saw Him, immediately the spirit convulsed him, and he fell on the ground and wallowed, foaming at the mouth.  (21)  So He asked his father, "How long has this been happening to him?" And he said, "From childhood.  (22)  And often he has thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, have compassion on us and help us."  (23)  Jesus said to him, "If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes."  (24)  Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, "Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!"  (25)  When Jesus saw that the people came running together, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, "Deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, come out of him and enter him no more!"  (26)  Then the spirit cried out, convulsed him greatly, and came out of him. And he became as one dead, so that many said, "He is dead."  (27)  But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose.

(
vs. 14 “disputing”  


“those who lack ability, argue theology”  ~Jon Courson

(
vs. 16 “what are you discussing with them…?”  (same word)

(
vs. 17 “I brought You my son…”  This man had enough faith to 
bring his son to Jesus for a cure

(
vs. 18  “So I spoke to Your disciples, that they should cast it out, 
but they could not."  This was likely what the disputing was 
about between the scribes and disciples.
(
This was not long after they had returned  from their 
missionary journey and had been given power and authority 
over demons

(
This man was disappointed, discouraged and desperate and 
now puts blame on the disciples “they could not”  What little 
faith he had is now quenched and the scribes close in like sharks 
to the prey.  

(
This man likely was swayed by the arguments of the Scribes.  
What were they saying?   Na, na, na, na, na, na ?  You don’t have 
any power?  You guys are a bunch of frauds?  We were right all 
along?  This man should have known better than to bring his 
son to you?

(
What were the disciples saying?  You wait until Jesus shows up, 
He’ll show you who’s boss?  We’ve cast out demons before?  

(
When Jesus shows up He takes control of the situation.  
Mark 9:19  He answered him and said, "O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him to Me."
Luke 9:41  Then Jesus answered and said, "O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here."
(
“faithless” = unbelieving
(
The rebuke from Jesus is spoken to the man “He answered him” 
but it was pointed to others.  Who are the others?
(
We will see later that Jesus teaches His disciples about their 
own lack of faith but it is different than the unbelief 
demonstrated primarily by the Scribes in this story.  

(
The unbelieving Scribes had taken advantage of the situation to 
stir things up and pick on the disciples while Jesus was away.  
The man in this story has likely been swayed by their faithless 
arguments.

Luke 9:41  Then Jesus answered and said, "O faithless and 
perverse generation, how long shall I be with you and bear with 
you? Bring your son here."


(
Be careful, religious debate can squelch someone’s 



mustard seed of faith!

(
How much longer was He going to have to bear with (put 


up with you) their faithlessness and perverseness?  

(
“Bring him to me…” While they are arguing, Jesus on the other 
hand is composed and in control

Mark 9:20-21  Then they brought him to Him. And when he saw Him, immediately the spirit convulsed him, and he fell on the ground and wallowed, foaming at the mouth.  (21)  So He asked his father, "How long has this been happening to him?" And he said, "From childhood.

(
The demon manifests but Jesus doesn’t panic, rush or get 
distracted from His goal

(
Jesus and this man continue their conversation while the boy is 
convulsing, wallowing, and foaming at the mouth.

Mark 9:22  And often he has thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, have compassion on us and help us."

(
Though this man previously got caught up in the debate and 
was rebuked with the scribes for being faithless and perverse, 
he has a change of heart now that he’s face to face with Jesus.  

(
He can clearly see that Jesus is in command and He’s not 
arguing, but rather asserting authority

(
“But if You (singular) can do anything…”  

(
Look how Jesus turns this around…

Mark 9:23  Jesus said to him, "If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes."

(
“If you (singular) can believe”  it was a faithless (unbelieving) 
generation

(
Don’t blame the ministers

(
Jesus defends His disciples and puts the ball in this man’s court

(
You cannot accuse others for not experiencing what God 
intends you to experience

(
You can’t say “I didn’t see God’s power in my life because of so 
and so’s weakness” 

(
The New American Standard puts a spin on this…

Mark 9:23  And Jesus said to him, " 'If You can?' All things are possible to him who believes."
(
It is a closer translation of the Greek though it may not be a 
question rather than a statement

(
the interlinear is constructed literally like this…


“If you are able (1410 dunamai), all powers (1415 dunatos) to 
the one trusting”
Mark 9:24  Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, "Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!"

(
He is now repentant of his prior unbelief and has  a new 
mustard seed of faith again

(
“help my unbelief…”  Jesus doesn’t say “sorry, you blew it, that’s 
not enough”

(
Jesus can cast the demon out even if that man lacked faith.  But 
He doesn’t want to just cast the demon out… He will do that out 
of compassion… He wants to encourage this man and others to 
have faith.

Mark 9:25  When Jesus saw that the people came running together, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, "Deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, come out of him and enter him no more!"
(
The teaching time must come to a close because the crowds are 
starting to gather and Jesus isn’t there to exploit the situation 
like the Scribes.  He’s there to set the captives free out 
compassion.

(
Jesus cast out the demon and tells it “enter him no more!”

Mark 9:26  Then the spirit cried out, convulsed him greatly, and came out of him. And he became as one dead, so that many said, "He is dead."

(
The demon goes out but not before thrashing the boy on its way.

(
This shows the wickedness and nature of demons who are 
under the rule of satan.  “if I have to go, I’m going out with a 
bang”

(
This same spirit is manifested in suicide killers.  “I’m going, but 
ot without reeking havoc.” 

 (KJV) Mark 9:26  And2532 the spirit cried,2896 and2532 rent4682 him846 sore,4183 and came out1831 of him: and2532 he was1096 as5616 one dead;3498 insomuch that5620 many4183 said,3004 He is dead.599
(
Maybe he was dead and Jesus brought him back to life, but if 
not he was “as one dead”
(
Things are looking worse for a moment, not better.

Mark 9:27  But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose.

Mark 9:28  And when He had come into the house, His disciples asked Him privately, "Why could we not cast it out?"

Matthew 17:19-21  Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, "Why could we not cast it out?"  (20)  So Jesus said to them, "Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.  (21)  However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting."
(
Because of your unbelief…  (there was fault on both sides)

(
They needed faith like a mustard seed

“An active faith can remove mountains, not of itself, but in the virtue of a divine power engaged by a divine promise, both which faith fastens upon.”  ~ Matthew Henry

(
“This kind” can either refer to the demon or…

(
“This kind” can refer to the mustard seed of faith that was 
needed to remove mountains

(
They both sound right and the answer would be the same, 
prayer and fasting.  Spiritual power from spending time with 
the God of the universe.  Empowered by God from walking 
intimately with Him.
