The Life of Christ
Lesson 20, Luke 8:40-56

(Matthew 9:18-26, Mark 5:21-43)
Luke 8:40  So it was, when Jesus returned, that the multitude welcomed Him, for they were all waiting for Him.

(
He had been teaching the multitude on the lake before He left to 
across the sea of Galilee
(
The multitude were waiting for Him and welcomed Him

(
We need to welcome the continuing ministry of Jesus in our 
lives and wait for Him.  

Luke 8:41-42  And behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue. And he fell down at Jesus' feet and begged Him to come to his house,  (42)  for he had an only daughter about twelve years of age, and she was dying. But as He went, the multitudes thronged Him.

(
A ruler of the synagogue was not a lofty position.  They were 
basically an administrative servant. 

(
In all likelihood, this is in Capernaum.  Jesus had ministered 
many times in the local synagogue and would have known 
Jairus, who would have coordinated the services.
(
Who knows where Jairus was concerning his views of Jesus 
prior to this.  He had seen Jesus heal.  He had seen the conflicts 
with the Pharisees.  He had heard Jesus preach.  

(
Whatever the case, when tragedy strikes, he knows where to 
turn.  Jairus is at a place of desperation which brings him to 
Jesus. 

(
Have you ever been so desperate that you’ve fallen on your face 
before Jesus and begged?
(
Jesus said “blessed are the poor in Spirit”

(
How many people are out there who are not desperate enough 
to beg at the feat of Jesus for help?  Or they are desperate but 
have not been introduced to Jesus?

Luke 8:42  for he had an only daughter about twelve years of age, and she was dying. But as He went, the multitudes thronged Him.

(
It was his only daughter, his little princess and “She was dying”

(
Sometimes we need to slow down when reading a put ourselves 
in the situation.  Don’t gloss over the heart wrenching scene 
that was being played out in this man’s life.  Don’t miss the 
sense of desperation.  His only daughter, his little girl, is at 
death’s door.  At the last moment he risks not being at her side 
to go on a frantic search for Jesus.  The panic, the emotional 
turmoil, had this man at a breaking point.  His heart about to 
beat out of his chest, his  mind about to explode, his soul feels 
like it’s dying inside, the questions fly to fast through his mind 
that they jumble up in a train wreck.  Will I find Him in time?  
Is He even around?  Will He come?...
(
“But as He went…”  Jesus goes with this man, moved by this 
man’s plea

(
Jesus could heal at a distance and time seemed to be of the 
essence but it was the will of God to be glorified in the 
resurrection of this child.

(
“The multitude thronged Him…”  They were stuck in a traffic 
Jam.  This surely caused the anxiety in this man to rise.  (story 
of driving Mary to the hospital)
(
And to top it off, another wrench is seemingly thrown into this 
man’s life as they are delayed by a story within a story
Luke 8:43-44  Now a woman, having a flow of blood for twelve years, who had spent all her livelihood on physicians and could not be healed by any,  (44)  came from behind and touched the border of His garment. And immediately her flow of blood stopped.

(
This women had a menstrual hemorrhage that would have 



made her perpetually unclean ceremonially.

(
Not only was it a delicate subject that you wouldn’t want to 
bring attention too (especially to a Rabbi in public) She likely 
wouldn’t not wish to bring any reproach to Christ in thinking 
that she would make Him unclean.  
(
“Twelve Years”  This had gone on for twelve year.  This woman 
would have been extremely anemic and weak.  

(
It is interesting that the little girl in the story is 12 years old.

(
She had “spent all her livelihood” trying to get healed

(
“On physicians”  The back stories are not always told but here 
we have some of the story.  Luke being a physician would have 
had a keen interest in this story.

(
This went on the record as an incurable malady.
Luke 8:44  came from behind and touched the border of His garment. And immediately her flow of blood stopped.

(
We are clearly told the reason why she did this in vs. 47 

(
She believed that she would be healed

(
Once again, she potentially risked defiling Jesus ceremonially 
by touching Him.  She thought that by touching the garment, 
she could go unnoticed and not disturb Him or bring any 
reproach nor suffer any more shame by publicly declaring her 
problem.

(
She was attempting to sneak a healing without notice

Luke 8:45-46  And Jesus said, "Who touched Me?" When all denied it, Peter and those with him said, "Master, the multitudes throng and press You, and You say, 'Who touched Me?' "  (46)  But Jesus said, "Somebody touched Me, for I perceived power going out from Me."
(
First of all, Jesus asks a question.  Many think that Jesus always 
knew everything so anytime He asks a question it was not for 
His understanding but for others.  

(
Jesus took on the attributes of a man.  That did not make Him 
any less God, and because He was God, He wasn’t other than 
man when He chose to become a man.
(
Jesus increased in wisdom (Luke 2:52)

(
Jesus often asked questions to get answers, though He often 
operated in the gifts of words of wisdom and knowledge by the 
Holy Spirit when the Spirit saw fit.  

(
“Who touched Me?”  Jesus is not upset (which will be clear 
later) but is inquisitive.  He wants to identify the person who 
was healed.  He recognizes the faith that was in action.

(
All denied it but then Peter speaks up…  Jesus, this doesn’t 
make sense, lots of people are touching you.

(
How many people Sunday after Sunday casually brush up 
against Jesus in the throng?  Who desperately seek Him by 
faith?

Luke 8:46  But Jesus said, "Somebody touched Me, for I perceived power going out from Me."
(
Wow! This verse is packed!
(
How did Jesus recognize this?  We know that He did.  He felt 
power from the Spirit coming out of Him.

(
This power is the same power of the Spirit which rose Christ 
from the grave and caused the universe to come into existence.  
Power (dunamis) 

Luke 8:46  But Jesus2424 said3004, "Someone5100 did touch681 Me, for I was aware1097 that power1411 had gone1831 out of Me."
G1411 δύναμις  dunamis  doo'-nam-is
From G1410; force (literally or figuratively); specifically miraculous power (usually by implication a miracle itself): - ability, abundance, meaning, might (-ily, -y, -y deed), (worker of) miracle (-s), power, strength, violence, mighty (wonderful) work.
Thayer Definition:
1) strength, power, ability

a) inherent power, power residing in a thing by virtue of its nature, or which a person or thing exerts and puts forth

b) power for performing miracles

c) moral power and excellence of soul

d) the power and influence which belong to riches and wealth

e) power and resources arising from numbers

      f) power consisting in or resting upon armies, forces, hosts
Luke 4:14  Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of Him went out through all the surrounding region.

Luke 4:36  Then they were all amazed and spoke among themselves, saying, "What a word this is! For with authority and power He commands the unclean spirits, and they come out."

Luke 5:17  Now it happened on a certain day, as He was teaching, that there were Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting by, who had come out of every town of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was present to heal them.

Luke 6:19  And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for power went out from Him and healed them all.

Luke 9:1  Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases.

Luke 24:49  Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high."
Acts 1:4-5  And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you have heard from Me;  (5)  for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."
Acts 1:8  But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."
Acts 3:12  So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: "Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?

Acts 3:16  And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.

Acts 2:22  "Men435 of Israel2475a, listen191 to these3778 words3056: Jesus2424 the Nazarene3480, a man435 attested584 to you by God2316 with miracles1411 and wonders5059 and signs4592 which3739 God2316 performed4160 through1223 Him in your midst3319, just2531a as you yourselves846 know3609a--

Acts 4:33  And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all.

Acts 6:8  And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people.

Acts 10:36-38  The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all— (37)  that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee after the baptism which John preached:  (38)  how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.

Romans 15:13  Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:17-19  Therefore I have reason to glory in Christ Jesus in the things which pertain to God.  (18)  For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ has not accomplished through me, in word and deed, to make the Gentiles obedient— (19)  in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.

1 Corinthians 2:4-5  And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,  (5)  that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.
1 Corinthians 4:17-20  For this reason I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful son in the Lord, who will remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach everywhere in every church.  (18)  Now some are puffed up, as though I were not coming to you.  (19)  But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord wills, and I will know, not the word of those who are puffed up, but the power.  (20)  For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power.

1 Corinthians 12:27-31  Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.  (28)  And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues.  (29)  Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles?  (30)  Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?  (31)  But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.

2 Corinthians 4:6-7  For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  (7)  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.

2 Corinthians 12:12  Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you with all perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty deeds.
Galatians 3:5  Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you, does He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?
Ephesians 3:16  that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,

Philippians 3:10  that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;

Colossians 1:29  For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.

1 Thessalonians 1:5  For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake.

Hebrews 2:4  God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?

_______________________________________________

Luke 8:47  Now when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling; and falling down before Him, she declared to Him in the presence of all the people the reason she had touched Him and how she was healed immediately.

(
“immediately…”
(
It is the exception not the rule if someone wasn’t healed 
immediately in the case of miraculous healings

(
Naaman (O.T.)  Blind man (Mark 8:21-25), 10 Lepers (Luke 
17:12-14)

(
None of these were delayed beyond that day or within a few 

moments in the two NT cases

Luke 8:47  Now when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling; and falling down before Him, she declared to Him in the presence of all the people the reason she had touched Him and how she was healed immediately.

(
This woman was afraid and trembling.  She falls down before 
Jesus and came clean.

Luke 8:48  And He said to her, "Daughter, be of good cheer; your faith has made you well. Go in peace."
(
Jesus is sensitive to her predicament and calls her “daughter” 
and tells her to cheer up and “go in peace”

(
Jesus is not just the Great Physician, He is the Great Shepherd

(
“your faith has made you well”


(
This can be mistaken that her faith is where the power to 


heal came from.  We are told the power came from Jesus 


but it was her faith that had a contact point with the 



power of the Spirit to heal.


(
If you were to merely go to a doctor he might say take this 


pill and you will get better.  Faith is belief which results in 


some action… in this case, taking the medicine.  The 


power to heal came from the medicine.  Spiritually, the 


power to heal comes from the Spirit and a person seeking 


healing comes with belief and action to receive the 



promise.
(
A great example of faith and healing (which was an illustration 
also of salvation) is found in the story of the serpent on the pole.  
God told Moses to make the serpent and pole and tell the people 
whoever looked at it would be healed.  They had to have faith in 
the word of God through Moses and their faith had to be 
demonstrated with action to go and look.  The power of the 
healing came from God.  

(
This woman may have not even known that what she had was 
faith.  She just knew that Jesus had the power to heal and that 
healing was normally accomplished by His touch and she 
believed that if she just touched His garment she would be 
healed.

(
How much faith does it take to move a mountain?  A mustard 
seed worth.

(
It doesn’t take great faith, it just takes a little faith.  The 
scriptures are full of stories which show varying degrees of faith 
in people and God working in their lives.  The Centurion 
demonstrated great faith.  The man with a demon possessed son 
showed fledgling faith, “I believe but help my unbelief”…  

(
We are not told to have “faith in faith” but faith in God’s power

(
Many “Word of Faith” teachers convince others to have faith in 
the power of faith.  Others like Norman Vincent Peale taught 
“The power of positive thinking” both of these ideas convey the 
idea that the “dunamis” is contained in the faith.

(
This woman didn’t have faith that she would be healed without 
touching Jesus.

Mat 9:21  For she said to herself, "If only I may touch His garment, I shall be made well." 

(
How much faith would it take if we heard that Jesus was in 
Bulverde at the community center and healing all those who 
came to Him and we had some incurable disease?  Only a 
mustard seed.  Only enough faith to show up and be touched.
Faith
I recently started going through Hebrews 11 and looking at each story of faith that is mentioned.  Do this at home sometime and look at each example.  Make three columns and call the first one “Belief” the second one “Action” and the third one “Received”

Take each story and put the appropriate phrase in each category.  

(
You will see that in every story of faith it was belief in God 
which led to some action which resulted in receiving something 
from God.

James 1:5-7  If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  (6)  But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.  (7)  For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord;

(
If you’ve desired the Baptism in the Holy Spirit and have not 
received it… it is because you’ve doubted God’s word that He 
wants to pour out His Holy Spirit upon all believers

FAITH IS NOT THE ENDS… faith is the means to the power of God
(
Faith is not independent of God’s power

(
God’s power is independent of faith!

2 Kings 13:20-21  Then Elisha died, and they buried him. And the raiding bands from Moab invaded the land in the spring of the year.  (21)  So it was, as they were burying a man, that suddenly they spied a band of raiders; and they put the man in the tomb of Elisha; and when the man was let down and touched the bones of Elisha, he revived and stood on his feet.

______________________________________________

This whole time, Jairus is on pins and needles, knowing that his daughter is dying and time is seemingly of the essence and at any moment she might pass away…

Luke 8:49  While He was still speaking, someone came from the ruler of the synagogue's house, saying to him, "Your daughter is dead. Do not trouble the Teacher."

Luke 8:50  But when Jesus heard it, He answered him, saying, "Do not be afraid; only believe, and she will be made well."

(
“Do not be afraid…”  Here’s the Great Shepherd once again 
looking out for His troubled sheep.  He knew the blow this 
would be to this troubled man in turmoil.
(
How do we know that this man had even a mustard seed of faith 
in these words of Jesus?  The answer is his actions!  He went 
along with Jesus and didn’t discourage Jesus from coming to 
his house.  
Luke 8:51  When He came into the house, He permitted no one to go in except Peter, James, and John, and the father and mother of the girl.

(
It is very likely that a large entourage of people were following.  
At least the disciples but probably more. 
(
Peter, James and John are the “first string” the “inner circle”

Luke 8:52-53  Now all wept and mourned for her; but He said, "Do not weep; she is not dead, but sleeping."  (53)  And they ridiculed Him, knowing that she was dead.

(
From the reaction of the mourners and the parallel gospel 
passages, it is clear that these are professional mourners that 
were often hired to wail at someone’s death.

Luke 8:53  And2532 they laughed him to scorn,2606, 846 knowing1492 that3754 she was dead.599

(
They only perceived the natural and scorned the Son of God
(
They had heard Jesus was coming, they should have believed.

(
Jesus doesn’t defend Himself but He does kick them out of the 
house.

(
Why did Jesus say she was only sleeping?

Sleeping is often the term used for a believer that has died

(
Not because of “soul sleep” theology

(
Because there is hope for the believer, they will rise again and in 
the meantime, they are not dead but alive with Christ

Matthew 27:52  and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised;

John 11:11-13  These things He said, and after that He said to them, "Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up."  (12)  Then His disciples said, "Lord, if he sleeps he will get well."  (13)  However, Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought that He was speaking about taking rest in sleep.

Acts 7:60  Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not charge them with this sin." And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

Acts 13:36  "For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell asleep, was buried with his fathers, and saw corruption;

Here’s a case of fallen asleep leading to death… so stay awake during class!

Acts 20:9  And in a window sat a certain young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep. He was overcome by sleep; and as Paul continued speaking, he fell down from the third story and was taken up dead.

1 Corinthians 11:30  For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep.

1 Corinthians 15:6  After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep.

1 Corinthians 15:17-18  And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins!  (18)  Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.

1 Corinthians 15:20  But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

1 Corinthians 15:51  Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—

1 Thessalonians 4:13-15  (13)  But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope.  (14)  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.  (15)  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep.

1 Thessalonians 5:10  who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him.

2 Peter 3:3-4  knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts,  (4)  and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation."

_______________________________________________________________________
(
Jesus said she was sleeping because He was going to wake her 
up

(
When we die and our bodies our buried, our spirit will be with 
Lord.  But there will come a day when He “wakes” us up and our 
bodies will rise from the dead and our spirits will join those 
bodies.

Luke 8:54  But He put them all outside, took her by the hand and called, saying, "Little girl, arise."
Mark 5:41  Then He took the child by the hand, and said to her, "Talitha, cumi," which is translated, "Little girl, I say to you, arise."
(
Jesus spoke Aramaic but the gospels were written in Greek.  
The gospel writers translated all of His words into Greek with 
the exception of a few.  Here’s one example.

(
Why?  Either the Greek didn’t convey the depth, or the memory 
of the event was so profound that the actual words were 
embedded in their memories and precious.  Or something else?

Guess that Aramaic Word

“Golgotha” 

“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”

“Messiah”

“Cephas”

"Ephphatha,"
“Raca”
“Mammon”

Luke 8:55  Then her spirit returned, and she arose immediately. And He commanded that she be given something to eat.

(
The Great Shepherd, knowing that the girl had other needs to 
be ministered to

(
She had previously been sick which led to her dying so now she 
is not only alive but well.  When people are deathly ill, they 
rarely eat.

(
The practical ministry with the spiritual ministry

Luke 8:56  And her parents were astonished, but He charged them to tell no one what had happened.

(
What must the mourners have thought as Jesus and the 
disciples left smiling with tears of joy and glorious radiance 
having witnesses a tremendous miracle?
