The Life of Christ
Lesson 17, Luke 7:1-17
Luke 7:1-10  Now when He concluded all His sayings in the hearing of the people, He entered Capernaum.  (2)  And a certain centurion's servant, who was dear to him, was sick and ready to die.  (3)  So when he heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to Him, pleading with Him to come and heal his servant.  (4)  And when they came to Jesus, they begged Him earnestly, saying that the one for whom He should do this was deserving,  (5)  "for he loves our nation, and has built us a synagogue."  (6)  Then Jesus went with them. And when He was already not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to Him, saying to Him, "Lord, do not trouble Yourself, for I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof.  (7)  Therefore I did not even think myself worthy to come to You. But say the word, and my servant will be healed.  (8)  For I also am a man placed under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes; and to another, 'Come,' and he comes; and to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."  (9)  When Jesus heard these things, He marveled at him, and turned around and said to the crowd that followed Him, "I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!"  (10)  And those who were sent, returning to the house, found the servant well who had been sick.

(
A Centurion was over 100 soldiers

(
He was honored by the Jews.  He had built then a synagogue 
and loved Israel as a nation.  This was remarkable in itself for a 
Roman officer.

(
He likely thought that Jesus would be bigoted against gentiles 
since He was a Jewish Rabbi.  He didn’t really know how 
different Jesus was, he was only aware of His power to heal

(
This officer was kind.  His heart was soft towards his servant 
who was “dear to him”
(
He wasn’t concerned about losing his best worker.  This is a 
relationship concern not a work concern

Luke 7:11-17  Now it happened, the day after, that He went into a city called Nain; and many of His disciples went with Him, and a large crowd.  (12)  And when He came near the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother; and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the city was with her.  (13)  When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, "Do not weep."  (14)  Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He said, "Young man, I say to you, arise."  (15)  So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his mother.  (16)  Then fear came upon all, and they glorified God, saying, "A great prophet has risen up among us"; and, "God has visited His people."  (17)  And this report about Him went throughout all Judea and all the surrounding region.

(
Jesus and a “large crowd” are approaching the city gate

(
A funeral procession with a “large crowd” was also approaching 
the gate from the opposite direction

(
These “large” crowds collide and the doubly large crowd 
witnesses the first dead man to be raised in Jesus’ ministry

(
Jesus’ crowd are following “life”, the funeral crowd is following 
“death”

(
Jesus is the only begotten Son of the Father.  This dead man 
was the only son of his mother.

(
Jesus “had compassion” on the mother and tells her not to weep

(
What should we do when Jesus has asked us to stop weeping 
before we see the “dead” raised back to life.  What 
circumstances is He asking us to trust Him in?
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