The Life of Christ
Lesson 13, Luke 5:27-39
(Matthew 9:9-17, Mark 2:13-22)
Luke 5:27-28  After these things He went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, "Follow Me."  (28)  So he left all, rose up, and followed Him.

1.
Luke doesn’t give us any back story but it seams that Levi 
(Matthew) and Jesus are acquainted.  Mark gives us a clue.
Mark 2:13-14  Then He went out again by the sea; and all the multitude came to Him, and He taught them.  (14)  As He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, "Follow Me." So he arose and followed Him.

(
Jesus walks by Matthew while leaving one of His teaching 
hotspots.  It wouldn’t have been the first time and since 
Capernaum was His mission base it is likely He knew many of 
the locals.

Luke 5:27  …And He said to him, "Follow Me."
2.
“Follow Me” was not “come with me to the market to go buy 
some bread this afternoon”  it was “come and join My ministry 

team full time”

Luke 5:28  So he left all, rose up, and followed Him.

(
Matthew was called and he answered that call

Luke 5:29  Then Levi gave Him a great feast in his own house. And there were a great number of tax collectors and others who sat down with them.

3.
Jesus wasn’t apposed to Levi throwing a party for Him.  

(
He didn’t rebuke Levi for a feast instead of a frugal meal of soup 
and salad.  Levi’s heart was to worship Jesus and to introduce 
His unsaved friends to Him.  

(
The widows mites were a greater gift but Jesus did not despise 
this “extravagance” out of Matthew’s abundance.  It was a heart 
matter and Levi was honoring Jesus.
Luke 5:29  …And there were a great number of tax collectors and others who sat down with them.

4.
Tax collectors were so despised that their only friends might 
have been each other along with other outcasts or despised 
people.

(
When I got saved I became known in my youth group as the guy 
who kept bringing strange people to church

Luke 5:30  And their scribes and the Pharisees complained against His disciples, saying, "Why do You eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?"

(
These guys are the Galilean Paparazzi.  They’re tracking Jesus’ 
every move and spying on Him.  Remember that many of these 
came from out of town. 

5.
Once again they are looking for fault not faith. Legalities instead 
of life.  Criticisms instead of Christ.  Religion instead of revival.
Luke 5:31-32  Jesus answered and said to them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  (32)  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance."
6.
They did not recognize Jesus’ indictment against them because 
they were blinded by their self righteousness
Romans 3:23  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

(
Matthew’s gospel has some bonus features 

Matthew 9:12-13  When Jesus heard that, He said to them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  (13)  But go and learn what this means: 'I DESIRE MERCY AND NOT SACRIFICE.' For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance."

7.  
“Go and learn what this means…” is supposedly a rabbinic 
saying which meant… “Don’t ask me until you have done your 
homework and learned what the scriptures have to teach on this 
subject”
Hosea 6:1-11  Come, and let us return to the LORD; For He has torn, but He will heal us; He has stricken, but He will bind us up.  (2)  After two days He will revive us; On the third day He will raise us up, That we may live in His sight.  (3)  Let us know, Let us pursue the knowledge of the LORD. His going forth is established as the morning; He will come to us like the rain, Like the latter and former rain to the earth.  (4)  "O Ephraim, what shall I do to you? O Judah, what shall I do to you? For your faithfulness is like a morning cloud, And like the early dew it goes away.  (5)  Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets, I have slain them by the words of My mouth; And your judgments are like light that goes forth.  (6)  For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, And the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.  (7)  "But like men they transgressed the covenant; There they dealt treacherously with Me.  (8)  Gilead is a city of evildoers And defiled with blood.  (9)  As bands of robbers lie in wait for a man, So the company of priests murder on the way to Shechem; Surely they commit lewdness.  (10)  I have seen a horrible thing in the house of Israel: There is the harlotry of Ephraim; Israel is defiled.  (11)  Also, O Judah, a harvest is appointed for you, When I return the captives of My people.

8.
Sacrifices were a religious ceremonial practice but mercy is a 
heart matter
9.
God was not saying that He was doing away with the sacrificial 
system at this time.  He was making it clear that He was more 
concerned about the heart than the ritual.  

Matthew 9:12-13  When Jesus heard that, He said to them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  (13)  But go and learn what this means: 'I DESIRE MERCY AND NOT SACRIFICE.' For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance."
10.
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Matthew 5:46-48  For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  (47)  And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so?  (48)  Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.

(
Here’s a parallel passage

Luke 6:35-36  But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil.  (36)  Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.

11.
If you want to be godly then you must be merciful.  If you are 
unmerciful you are ungodly
12.
Mercy is being “kind to the unthankful and evil”  

(
The Pharisees were indicting themselves as ungodly because of 
the obvious void of mercy toward sinners who needed God
Matthew 5:7  Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy.
Luke 18:13-14  And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!'  (14)  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."
Hebrews 2:17-18  Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  (18)  For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.

Hebrews 8:12  FOR I WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE."

Jeremiah 31:31-34  "Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah— (32)  not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the LORD.  (33)  But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  (34)  No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."

James 5:10-11  My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example of suffering and patience.  (11)  Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful.

Matthew 23:23-36  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone.  (24)  Blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!  (25)  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of extortion and self-indulgence.  (26)  Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that the outside of them may be clean also.  (27)  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness.  (28)  Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.  (29)  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous,  (30)  and say, 'If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.'  (31)  "Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets.  (32)  Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers' guilt.  (33)  Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell?  (34)  Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute from city to city,  (35)  that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.  (36)  Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation.
Matthew 23:23-36  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith.
Matthew 22:36-40  "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?"  (37)  Jesus said to him, 'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'  (38)  This is the first and great commandment.  (39)  And the second is like it: 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.'  (40)  On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets."
Micah 6:8  He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do justly, To love mercy, And to walk humbly with your God?

Isaiah 30:18  Therefore the LORD will wait, that He may be gracious to you; And therefore He will be exalted, that He may have mercy on you. For the LORD is a God of justice; Blessed are all those who wait for Him.

Psalms 89:14-16  Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Mercy and truth go before Your face.  (15)  Blessed are the people who know the joyful sound! They walk, O LORD, in the light of Your countenance.  (16)  In Your name they rejoice all day long, And in Your righteousness they are exalted.

Hosea 2:19-20  "I will betroth you to Me forever; Yes, I will betroth you to Me In righteousness and justice, In lovingkindness and mercy;  (20)  I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness, And you shall know the LORD.

Hosea 12:6  So you, by the help of your God, return; Observe mercy and justice, And wait on your God continually.

Zechariah 7:8-9  Then the word of the LORD came to Zechariah, saying,  (9)  "Thus says the LORD of hosts: 'Execute true justice, Show mercy and compassion Everyone to his brother.

Exodus 34:6-7  And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth,  (7)  keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children's children to the third and the fourth generation."

_______________________________________________
Luke 5:33  Then they said to Him, "Why do the disciples of John fast often and make prayers, and likewise those of the Pharisees, but Yours eat and drink?"

Matthew 9:14  Then the disciples of John came to Him, saying, "Why do we and the Pharisees fast often, but Your disciples do not fast?"

Mark 2:18  The disciples of John and of the Pharisees were fasting. Then they came and said to Him, "Why do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not fast?"

(
Don’t you love seeing more of the picture by harmonizing the 
gospels?
Luke 5:34-35  And He said to them, "Can you make the friends of the bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with them?  (35)  But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them; then they will fast in those days."
13.
A wedding celebration is a time for feasting not fasting
Ecclesiastes 3:1, 4  To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven… (4)  A time to weep, And a time to laugh; A time to mourn, And a time to dance;

Matthew 9:15  And Jesus said to them, "Can the friends of the bridegroom mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them? But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast.
(
We will come across the subject of fasting again so we will not 
take the time now to study it further.  We want to get to the 
heart of the story which is what Jesus does in His next parables

14.
There is no command for fasting on a regular basis but there are 
principles for fasting.  There is more about holding fast to God 
in the Bible than holding a fast to God.

Luke 5:36-39  Then He spoke a parable to them: "No one puts a piece from a new garment on an old one; otherwise the new makes a tear, and also the piece that was taken out of the new does not match the old.  (37)  And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; or else the new wine will burst the wineskins and be spilled, and the wineskins will be ruined.  (38)  But new wine must be put into new wineskins, and both are preserved.  (39)  And no one, having drunk old wine, immediately desires new; for he says, 'The old is better.' "
15.
The new covenant (Hebrews uses the same terminology of a 
new marriage) was not a patch for the old system.  

16.
The new covenant could not be contained within the old 
covenant rituals which were of the flesh and not the Spirit

(
Skins were used for because of the elastic quality needed as the 
wine fermented.  Old wineskins were already stretched and 
would not stretch any more.

(
The real issue is not fasting with Jesus.  The issue is the shift 
from rituals, commandments of men, relying on the flesh, 
spiritual pride, self righteousness, outward religion and 
ceremony to being changed by the Spirit of God.  Real life, real 
relationship, real change, real salvation.  
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