The Book of Acts
Lesson 5
30 things the Bible says about the gift of speaking in tongues
1.
The Spirit gives the ___________________
2.
The gift is a fulfillment of __________________________________
3.
It is a sign to ___________________________
4.
The gift is _____________________ to each one individually by the Spirit and according to His will
5.
All _______________ speak in tongues

6.
The gift can be tongues of _____________________________
7.
We are to earnestly _________________ this gift along with the others

8.
Speaking in tongues is speaking to ____________ not to others

9.
It is speaking _____________________
10.
It is personally ________________________
11.
Paul wished that ____________ spoke in tongues

12.
Speaking in tongues is a _________________ gift in a church service than prophecy

13.
It is not a lesser gift if there is accompanying ____________________
14.
It is not speech that is clear or ________________________
15.
Tongues _______________ the church when there is interpretation 

16. 
A person who prays in tongues should also pray to ________________
17.
___________ spirit prays when you speak in tongues

18.
The prayer does not come from the _____________
19.
You can __________ in the spirit by singing in tongues

20.
Speaking in tongues is ______________________ to God

21.
Paul spoke in tongues __________ than the members of the Corinthian church who were over enthusiastic about the gift in church
22.
It is not beneficial to __________ in the church that are ungifted or unbelievers

23.
Tongues are under the ______________ of the person’s will
24.
Those who have the gift are to remain _____________ if there is no interpreter

25.
Paul’s instructions on the gifts, including tongues, are _____________________________ from the Lord

26.
Tongues are not to be ___________________
27.
Tongues should be used properly and in order in a ________________
28.
Praying in tongues builds up your _______________
29.
The Spirit intercedes with ___________________ too deep for words

30.
Tongues are not profitable if there is no ___________
Scriptures on the gift of tongues

Acts 2:4  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.

G669  ἀποφθέγγομαι  apophtheggomai  ap-of-theng'-om-ahee
From G575 and G5350; to enunciate plainly, that is, declare: - say, speak forth, utterance.

Acts 2:7-12  
(
It was a sign to these unbelievers 

Acts 2:16-18  
(
Peter preached that the sign of tongues was a result of God pouring forth His Spirit upon mankind

Mark 16:17-18  

(
It was prophesied by Jesus in the New Testament

1 Corinthians 12:10-11  
(
The Spirit is the One who is behind the gift of tongues and He distributes this gift according to His will like the other gifts

1 Corinthians 12:28-31  

(
Not all speak with tongues

1 Corinthians 13:1-2  

(
Tongues can be a language of men or angels

(
Without love, tongues are not profitable

1 Corinthians 14:1-28  Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.  
(
We are to “pursue” love, yet “desire earnestly spiritual gifts (that does not exclude tongues nor is it exclusive to tongues)

2  For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God; for no one understands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries.  
(
When a person speaks in tongues they are speaking to God.  

(
Speaking in tongues are mysteries uttered through the Spirit

(
Speaking in tongues can also be speaking things about God as a praise to God 

3  But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and exhortation and consolation.  4  One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies the church.  
(
Because tongues are directed to God, if they are not interpreted then there is no benefit or “edification” in the church service

(
Praying in tongues edifies the individual.  

5  Now I wish that you all spoke in tongues, but even more that you would prophesy; and greater is one who prophesies than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may receive edifying.  
(
As Paul gives instruction for order, he does not discourage the gift but actually encourages it

6  But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in tongues, what will I profit you unless I speak to you either by way of revelation or of knowledge or of prophecy or of teaching?  
7  Yet even lifeless things, either flute or harp, in producing a sound, if they do not produce a distinction in the tones, how will it be known what is played on the flute or on the harp?  8  For if the bugle produces an indistinct sound, who will prepare himself for battle?  9  So also you, unless you utter by the tongue speech that is clear, how will it be known what is spoken? For you will be speaking into the air.  
(
Speaking in tongues is indistinct to the other members in the church and is considered “speaking into the air” without interpretation

10  There are, perhaps, a great many kinds of languages in the world, and no kind is without meaning.  11  If then I do not know the meaning of the language, I will be to the one who speaks a barbarian, and the one who speaks will be a barbarian to me.  12  So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification of the church.  13  Therefore let one who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret.  
(
There is not a mystical edification that happens by hearing someone speaking in tongues when you can’t understand what they are saying. 

(
Therefore, Paul encourages those who have this gift to also pray for the gift of interpretation so that the church can be edified

G4052 Περισσεύω  perisseuō  per-is-syoo'-o
From G4053; to superabound (in quantity or quality), be in excess, be superfluous; also (transitively) to cause to superabound or excel: - (make, more) abound, (have, have more) abundance, (be more) abundant, be the better, enough and to spare, exceed, excel, increase, be left, redound, remain (over and above).

14  For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.  
(
The Spirit gives utterance but it also says here that “my spirit prays” which is expressed through the physical means of speech.  

(
The mind is unfruitful.  
15  What is the outcome then? I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the mind also; I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the mind also.  
(
You can also sing in the spirit
16  Otherwise if you bless in the spirit only, how will the one who fills the place of the ungifted say the "Amen" at your giving of thanks, since he does not know what you are saying?  17  For you are giving thanks well enough, but the other person is not edified.  
(
Praying in tongues is also giving thanks to God.  

18  I thank God, I speak in tongues more than you all;  
(
Acts doesn’t record Paul receiving the gift of tongues when Ananias laid hands on him but we have Paul testifying of this gift in his own life.  He encourages others to “desire earnestly the gifts” which means that gifts can be received subsequent to salvation and subsequent to the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

19  however, in the church I desire to speak five words with my mind so that I may instruct others also, rather than ten thousand words in a tongue.
(
Paul was trying to teach them balance and propriety concerning the gifts

20  Brethren, do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be infants, but in your thinking be mature.  21  In the Law it is written, "BY MEN OF STRANGE TONGUES AND BY THE LIPS OF STRANGERS I WILL SPEAK TO THIS PEOPLE, AND EVEN SO THEY WILL NOT LISTEN TO ME," says the Lord.  22  So then tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophecy is for a sign, not to unbelievers but to those who believe.  23  Therefore if the whole church assembles together and all speak in tongues, and ungifted men or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are mad?
(
The prophecy was about God using tongues as a sign to unbelieving Israel and yet that was not a guarantee that they would listen to God.  
(
This prophecy was one of many about coming judgment upon Israel for their waywardness, unbelief and rejection of God.   
Isaiah 28:11-12  For with stammering lips and another tongue He will speak to this people,  12  To whom He said, "This is the rest with which You may cause the weary to rest," And, "This is the refreshing"; Yet they would not hear.
(
The SIGN was a warning to unbelievers not to believers.  But the gift of tongues in the church was not for a SIGN but for edification to the church with interpretation and edification to the individual privately.
24  But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an ungifted man enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all;  25  the secrets of his heart are disclosed; and so he will fall on his face and worship God, declaring that God is certainly among you.  
(
Prophesy is ideal for visitors because when the secrets of their hearts are disclosed they will know that God is present and they will be convicted and repent. 

26  What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.  27  If anyone speaks in a tongue, it should be by two or at the most three, and each in turn, and one must interpret;  28  but if there is no interpreter, he must keep silent in the church; and let him speak to himself and to God.

(
The gift of tongues is controlled by the will of the person who has the gift.  It is not out of their control and that is why they can take turns in order and be silent if necessary.

1 Corinthians 14:37-40  If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize that the things which I write to you are the Lord's commandment.  38  But if anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.  39  Therefore, my brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak in tongues.  40  But all things must be done properly and in an orderly manner.

(
These instructions about the gifts are not just Paul’s opinions.  They are commands from Christ.  

(
Paul closes this discussion of the gift of tongues and prophecy with a final exhortation to not go overboard and forbid people speaking in tongues during the church service.  

(
Properly and orderly.  The gifts are subject to the persons who has the gifts.  There is a proper use and a proper order for the gifts.  

(
It is not proper to forbid tongues.  That would be breaking a command of Christ.

Romans 8:26-27  In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words;  27  and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

(
Praying in the Spirit may be expressed as groans.

Revelation 4:8  The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not rest day or night, saying: "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!"

(
Day and night they are repeating this simple phrase and God does not grow tired of it.  

Jude 1:17-20  But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ,  18  that they were saying to you, "In the last time there will be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts."  19  These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.  20  But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,

(
Praying in the Spirit builds up your faith.

Ephesians 6:18  praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—

James 3:1-12  
Do I have to speak in tongues?

(
We don’t have a teaching in Scripture that says you must speak in tongues as evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Yet on the other hand it was the normative experience in the book of Acts and it is the normative experience for Christians today.
Questions
(
Why do some people focus on the gift of tongues?
(
What is the gift of tongues for?
(
Why would I want the gift of tongues?
(
Does God really want me to have the gift of tongues? 
(
If so, why?
(
Are there counterfeit tongues?
(
How do I know that I will receive something that is genuinely from God?

(
What if I’m open to the gift but don’t receive it?
(
Why have tongues become a divisive battleground in the church?
What is it that these people (who speak in tongues) are doing if its not a gift from God?  
Are they making it up?

Is it from the Devil?

Have they been deceived into thinking they received something genuine?

(
Hasn’t there been great men and women of God throughout history that impacted the world for Christ without speaking in tongues?  
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