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Lesson 29
Acts 12
Acts 12:1-12 

1.
This is not “Herod ____________________” who killed the babies in Jerusalem after the birth of Jesus

2.
This was not “Herod ______________” who had John the Baptist beheaded

3.
This was “Herod ____________________” who kills James and imprisoned Peter with the intention of killing him
4.
There’s another ________________________ in Acts 25 
5.
God miraculously delivered Peter but did not ________________________. 
Job 14:1-5  

Ecclesiastes 7:13-14 

Psalms 90:12  

1 Peter 3:9-10  

Deuteronomy 6:2  

Deuteronomy 30:20  

Psalms 34:11-14  

Proverbs 3:1-2  

Proverbs 9:10-11  

Proverbs 28:16  

Ecclesiastes 8:12-13  

Ephesians 6:1-3  
“If… I find taught in one part of the Bible that everything is foreordained, that is true; and if I find, in another Scripture, that man is responsible for all his actions, that is true; and it is only my folly that leads me to imagine that these two truths can ever contradict each other.  I do not believe they can ever be welded into one upon any earthly anvil, but they certainly shall be one in eternity.  They are two lines that are so nearly parallel, that the human mind which pursues them farthest will never discover that they converge, but they do converge, and they will meet somewhere in eternity, close to the throne of God, whence all truth doth spring”  ~C.H. Spurgeon
6.
After James is killed there is no attempt to choose ____________________ to fill his spot.  

Revelation 21:14  

Matthew 19:28  
Luke 22:28-30  

Foxe’s Book of Martyrs

“The next martyr we meet with, according to St. Luke, in the History of the

Apostles’ Acts, was James the son of Zebedee, the elder brother of John,and a relative of our Lord; for his mother Salome was cousin-german to the Virgin Mary. It was not until ten years after the death of Stephen that the second martyrdom took place; for no sooner had Herod Agrippa been appointed governor of Judea than, with a view to ingratiate himself with them, he raised a sharp persecution against the Christians, and determined to make an effectual blow, by striking at their leaders. The account given us by an eminent primitive writer, Clemens Alexandrinus, ought not to be overlooked; that, as James was led to the place of martyrdom, his accuser was brought to repent of his conduct by the apostle’s extraordinary courage, and fell down at his feet to request his pardon, professing himself a Christian, and resolving that James should not receive the crown of

martyrdom alone. Hence they were both beheaded at the same time. Thus did the first apostolic martyr cheerfully and resolutely receive that cup which he had told our Savior he was ready to drink. Timon and Parmenas suffered martyrdom about the same time; the one at Philippi, and the other at Macedonia. These events took place in AD 44.”
7.
James was one of the three Apostles in Jesus’ ____________________
Acts 12:3-4  And because he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to seize Peter also. Now it was during the Days of Unleavened Bread.  (4)  So when he had arrested him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four squads of soldiers to keep him, intending to bring him before the people after Passover.

8.
Four squads is _____________________
Acts 12:5 Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church.  

9.
God will often use trials in our lives to bring us to a ____________________ ____________________ and desperation for God’s hand to be upon us. 
Acts 12:6-11  

Josephus (The Wars of the Jews, Book 6, Chapter 5)
Moreover, the eastern gate of the inner [court of the] temple, which was of brass, and vastly heavy, and had been with difficulty shut by twenty men, and rested upon a basis armed with iron, and had bolts fastened very deep into the firm floor, which was there made of one entire stone, was seen to be opened of its own accord about the sixth hour of the night. Now, those that kept watch in the temple came hereupon running to the captain of the temple, and told him of it: who then came up thither, and not without great difficulty, was able to shut the gate again. This also  ppeared to the vulgar to be a very happy prodigy, as if God did thereby open them the gate of happiness. But the men of learning understood it, that the security of their holy house was dissolved of its own accord, and that the gate was opened for the advantage of their enemies.
Acts 12:11  And when Peter had come to himself, he said, "Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent His angel, and has delivered me from the hand of Herod and from all the expectation of the Jewish people."

10.
If God gives you a miraculous deliverance of some kind (sickness, demonic, financial, etc.) you should be _______________ and walk in ____________ and care to the extent of the ability that the Lord gives you.

Acts 12:12  So, when he had considered this, he came to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose surname was Mark, where many were gathered together praying.

11.
This house is traditionally understood to be the one where Jesus held the __________________________ with His disciples.

12.
Mark was a nephew or cousin of ______________________ (Col 4:10)

13.
He is the author of the ___________________________
14.
He was most likely a ________________ (Acts 4:36)
15.
He was a companion of ________________ 
16.
He was the cause of an ___________________ between Paul and Barnabas

Acts 12:13-19  

17.
____________ to their government was not a free pass from consequences
Acts 12:20-25  
From Josephus (The Antiquities of the Jews, Book 19, chapter 8)
“Now, when Agrippa had reigned three years over all Judea, he came to the city Cesarea, which was formerly called Strato’s Tower; and there he exhibited shows in honor of Caesar, upon his being informed that there was a certain festival celebrated to make vows for his safety. At which festival, a great multitude was gotten together of the principal persons, and such as were of dignity through his province.  On the second day of which shows he put on a garment made wholly

of silver, and of a contexture truly wonderful, and came into the theatre early in the morning; at which time the silver of his garment being illuminated by the fresh reflection of the sun’s rays upon it, shone out after a surprising manner, and was so resplendent at to spread a horror over those that looked intently upon him; and presently his flatterers cried out, one from one place, and another from another (though not for his good), that he was a god; and they added, “Be thou merciful to us; for although we have hitherto reverenced thee only as a man, yet shall we henceforth own thee as superior to mortal nature.” Upon this the king did neither rebuke them, nor reject their impious flattery. But, as he presently afterwards looked up, he saw an owl sitting  on a certain rope over his head, and immediately understood that this bird was the messenger of ill tidings, as it had once been the messenger of good tidings to him; and fell into the deepest sorrow. A severe pain also arose in his belly, and began in a most violent manner. He therefore looked upon his friends, and said, “I whom you call a god, am commanded presently to depart this life; while Providence thus reproves the lying words you just now said to me; and I, who was by you called immortal, am immediately to be hurried away by death. But I am bound to accept of what Providence allots as it pleases God; for we have by no means lived ill, but in a splendid and happy manner.” When he said this, his pain was become violent. Accordingly he was carried into the palace; and the rumor went abroad everywhere, that he would certainly die in a little time. But the multitude presently sat in sackcloth, with their wives and children, after the law of their country, and besought God for the king’s recovery. All places were also full of mourning and lamentation. Now the king rested in a high chamber, and as he saw them below lying prostrate on the ground, he could not himself forbear weeping. And when he had been quite worn out by the pain in his belly for five days, he departed this life, being in the fifty-fourth year of his age, and in the seventh year of his reign”
Acts 12:24-25  But the word of God grew and multiplied.  (25)  And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had fulfilled their ministry, and they also took with them John whose surname was Mark.

18.
“the word of God” is used often in Acts to describe the message of ____________  being preached
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