The Book of Acts

Lesson 22
Acts 9:19-30
Acts 9:19-30   

1.
Acts 9:19 remind us of the _______________________________________ of the body that do not go unnoticed by God.  
Acts 9:20  Immediately he preached the Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God.

2.
“He preached the Christ...” is a ___________________________________.  

Acts 9:21  Then all who heard were amazed, and said, "Is this not he who destroyed those who called on this name in Jerusalem, and has come here for that purpose, so that he might bring them bound to the chief priests?"

3.
It is amazing when someone who is __________________________ as an enemy of Christianity becomes a Christian and begins to preach the very thing that had previously been opposed. 

Acts 9:22  But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who dwelt in Damascus, proving that this Jesus is the Christ.

4.
“increased all the more in strength” is a reference to his _____________________ and _______________________ but also to the previous statement made in v. 19 “he was strengthened” which tells us that this strength was not merely physical, but spiritual strength.

Acts 9:23  Now after many days were past, the Jews plotted to kill him.

5.
“after many days were past…” is a _________________________________.  According to Paul’s account in Galatians, it was three years, which were spent in Arabia, before returning to Damascas.
The Apostle Paul’s Timeline (Galatians 1:13-24)
The following table has approximate dates because they would have to be adjusted depending on a person’s interpretation of Galatians 2:1.  “After 14 years”

6.
Some believe it is a reference to 14 years ____________________________
7.
Some believe it is 14 years after the _______________ mentioned in Galatians 1:18

(
If the Jerusalem council was in 51 AD that would set the conversion of Saul at 37 AD or 34 AD
	The Apostle Paul’s Timeline (early years)

	Event
	Reference 
	Date (approx.)

	Stephen’s death
	
	

	Saul’s Conversion on road to Damascus
	
	

	Saul goes to Arabia
	
	

	Saul returns to Damascus
	
	

	Saul escapes from Damascus
	
	

	Saul first Jerusalem visit (3 years after conversion)
	
	

	Barnabas vouches for Saul
	
	

	Saul spends 15 days with Apostle Peter
	
	

	Plot on Saul’s life in Jerusalem
	
	

	Saul “brought” to Caesarea and “sent” to Tarsus
	
	

	Cornelius is first Gentile convert
	
	

	Barnabas sent to Antioch from Jerusalem
	
	

	Barnabas goes to Tarsus in search of Saul
	
	

	Saul joins Barnabas in Antioch for a year
	
	

	Saul and Barnabas take famine relief to Jerusalem (Saul’s 2nd visit to Jerusalem)
	
	

	Saul and Barnabas return to Antioch with John Mark
	
	

	Barnabas and Saul “set apart” by the Holy Spirit to begin their missionary journeys
	
	

	Saul begins to go by Paul
	
	

	Barnabas and Paul’s first missionary journey
	
	

	Barnabas and Paul travel to Jerusalem because of Judaizers 
	
	


Why is this all important?
8.
We are prone to read into the text a very fast paced development of the early church if we don’t understand the _______________________ nature of Luke’s history.

(
Up to 7 years from the start of church to the death of Stephen


(
10 years from the start of the church to the conversion of Cornelius

(
11 years from Saul’s conversion before he is set apart by the Holy Spirit for missionary work

(
20 years from the start of the church to the first council dealing with the growing divisiveness over the Gentile converts (10 years after the first Gentile converts!)

Acts 9:23-25 Now after many days were past, the Jews plotted to kill him.  (24)  But their plot became known to Saul. And they watched the gates day and night, to kill him.  (25)  Then the disciples took him by night and let him down through the wall in a large basket.  

9.
There are times that it is appropriate to ____________________________.  
10.
Being willing to suffer persecution is different that being _______________ for persecution.  The goal is not to be persecuted; the goal is to make disciples.
Acts 9:26-28 
11.
Meeting the disciples wasn’t as important to Saul as _____________________________________________________________  

Galatians 1:17-19  
Acts 9:29-30  And he spoke boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus and disputed against the Hellenists, but they attempted to kill him.  (30)  When the brethren found out, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him out to Tarsus.
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